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@0ne of the most celebrated political images in modern times is = 221 : Nikita Khrushchevel ¥4 3

of Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev pounding his shoe on
the podium while delivering a speech at the United Nations in
1960. e@Everyone interpreted his histrionics as a tactic aimed at

entertaining / threatening the West; a man who would pound his

shoe one moment might use his nuclear weapons the next! @Thirty
his  father
has had / had had something far different in mind. @Khrushchev,

years later, Khrushchev's son Sergei explained

who had rarely been outside the Soviet Union, had heard that

people in the West loved moderate/passionate political debate. @

So he gave his audience what he thought they wanted — he
pounded his shoe to make his point. ®When people were shocked,
no one was more surprised than Khrushchev himself. @He had just

been trying to look like one of the guys. What / That| became the
very image of the irrational / rational Russian was apparently the

result of a simple cross-cultural misunderstanding.
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oln the early 1950s a theory was suggested that / which

men or animals that have been exposed for some time to a

particular sensory stimulus respond with pleasure to

ajor/minor variations from that stimulus. @ And confirmatory

evidence has come from a number of studies. @[A],
human babies who have been made familiar with a particular

'abstract’ visual pattern take / taking pleasure in seeing new

patterns which are minor transformations of the original. @

Among animals, it has been shown, [A] that chicks who

have ‘imprinted’ / have been 'imprinted] early in life on an

artificial stimulus soon come to prefer new stimuli which are

slightly / totally different from the one they are familiar with.

eNeither babies nor chicks are attracted to stimuli which are

wholly negative / unrelated to what they have already seen.
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®Snakebite can be cured if we obtain medical assistance in time. @

[A], we become rapidly aware of a snake's bite, because we feel
the effects right away. @But the human tongue can lead to far

more devastating/remediable outcomes, which are not always

apparent, in the first instance. ®We may, in some cases, never
know assaulted us, because they act as if they are your
best friends. @Especially when you perform in a leadership position,
you will encounter people who behave very friendly around and

agree with everything you say. @[v], these same individuals may

engage in badmouthing and backstabbing as soon as they are out
of sight. @lt is, therefore, wise to be friendly with everyone and

yet |practice/practicing healthy attachment/detachment by refraining

from telling people your innermost secrets. @By practicing this

method, you can avoid making/to makel yourself a potential victim

of others' jealousy and hatred. @ The more people know about you,

the more protected/vulnerable you become to their negativity.
*pbadmouthing: H|&f **backstabbing: 2%t
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®When the curtain closes at any stage theater, the audience bursts

into applause. ®lt's / That's| usually a few clappers who hesitantly

start on their own, and then others join in._ | @Applause is a funny

thing [in_which / which| each person tries to give credit to the

performers, but also tries to blend into / clash with the crowd; you

don't want to clap before everyone else, or to go on after others have
stopped. oln fact, if you study it, you'll discover there is a

ambiguous / pronounced pattern in the way an audience goes from

silence to full volume of applause. @Recordings at theaters around the
world show that the pattern transcends different cultural habits and

that different crowds all follow one universal curve [show / showing

how the sound rises over several seconds. | ®@Even more remarkably,

this curve is absolutely identical / unrelated to a curve known from

physics that [describe / describes how a group of atoms or molecules

collectively go from one kind of behavior to another, rapidly and
abruptly, because what one does depends very strongly on what
others nearby do.
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®To what extent is the human brain programmed for speech? The

oOur brain is heavier than of

other animals. ®Of course, size alone is not particularly important.

answer is

oElephants have bigger brain than humans, but they do not talk.
@But elephants also have bigger bodies, so some people have
suggested that it is the brain-body ratio which matters. ®At first

sight, this seems a unsuitable / promising approach. @It appears

quite reasonable / reasonably to suggest that a high brain-body

ratio means high intelligence, which in turn might be a
prerequisite for language, especially when we find that the brain of
an adult human is more than 2 percent of his or her total weight,
while that of an adult chimp is less than 1 percent. @But such
ratios can be very misleading. @Some animals are designed to

carry around large reserves of energy, make / making their bodies

enormously heavy. @Camels, for example, are not necessarily more

intelligent / stupid than horses just because they have huge

humps.
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