®A common myth most of us intuitively accept is that there is a

negative / positive correlation between intelligence and belief: as

intelligence goes up belief in superstition or magic goes down. @

This, [v], turns out not to be the case, especially as you move
up the IQ spectrum. @When people with above-average IQ
encounter claims that they know little about (which is most claims
for most of us), intelligence is usually not a factor in belief, with
one exception: once people commit to a belief, the smarter they

are the better they are at abandoning / rationalizing those beliefs.

@[A], smart people believe weird things because they are skilled
at defending beliefs they arrived at for nonsmart / smart reasons.
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oGlobal warming has been driven by the enormous growth in
energy use has gone hand in hand with the rise in
human population over the last half century in particular. @Yet it's
the way energy is used that is a problem, not the sheer number
of people. @[A], quite a small proportion of people in the
developed world responsible for the massive energy

consumption that has started the global warming ball rolling. @

Most of the world’'s population has played very little/ quite a little

part as yet. @[A] even a dramatic fall in the world’'s population

would not necessarily ease / worsen the problem of global

warming — unless the remaining few [changed/was changed| their

consumption patterns. ®And a rise in the world population does

not necessarily have to p further global warming.
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®Human beings have a deep capacity for integration / isolationism,

for splitting into groups that diverge from each other. ®In New
Guinea, for instance, there are more than 800 languages, some

speaking / spoken| in areas just a few miles across yet as not

understandable to those on either side as French and English. @
There are still 7,000 languages spoken on earth and the people

who speak each one are remarkably receptive / resistant to

borrowing words, traditions, rituals or tastes from their neighbors.

largely
unnoticed / unnoticedly, horizontal transmission is far more likely

®'Whereas vertical transmission of cultural traits goes

to be regarded with suspicion or even fierce anger,’ say the
evolutionary biologists Mark Pagel and Ruth Mace. @'Cultures, it
seems, like to greet / shoot messengers.' ®People do their best to

lcut off themselves / cut themselves off from the free flow of

ideas, technologies and habits, limiting the impact of cultural

exchange.
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@Some distinctions between good and bad hardwired
into our biology / individuality. ®Infants enter the world ready

to respond to pain as bad and to sweet (up to a point) as
good. @In many situations, however, the boundary between
good and bad is a reference point that changes over time and
depends on the immediate circumstances. _| @Imagine that
you are out in the country on a cold night, inadequately
dressed for the torrential rain, your clothes soaked. ®A stinging

cold wind completes / relieves your misery. ®As you wander

around, you find a large rock that provides some shelter from
the fury of the elements. [ @The biologist Michel Cabanac
would call the experience of that moment intensely pleasurable
because it functions, as pleasure normally [does / is| to indicate
the direction of a biologically significant improvement of
circumstances. _ | @The pleasant relief will not last very long,

of course, and you will soon be resting / shivering behind the

rock again, [driven / drivingl by your renewed suffering to seek

better shelter. *torrential rain Z% **elements Ad{d =
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oNo matter good an argument is, the truth of the
conclusion cannot be established if any of the argument's
premises is false. @The acceptability of premises rests on
whether they represent knowledge commonly believed to be

true._,_e[A], it is known that penguins live close to the
South Pole, whereas polar bears are found at the North Pole. @
Therefore, the premise Because polar bears hunt penguins ... is
not acceptable because it contradicts two pieces of common
knowledge._ | ®Another important factor is the variability of the
data underlying/undermining the premise. ®Suppose you had

three blonde female friends and each of them ended up
marrying / to marry blonde men. @How confident would you

be in the generalization “Blonde women tend to marry blonde
men?”’ ®Despite / Even though| three out of three instances

/ your conclusion, this is a very small sample. ®
Results vary, and there may be many alternate explanations of
your data. ®You may be amazed by the coincidence and you
may see the pathway of inductive reasoning that allows you to
arrive at this conclusion. m[v], the variability of the data
suggests that the conclusion is rigl
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