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@ The fact that corporations can function without anyone

actively giving them a direction explains a phenomenon that

sociologist Robert Jackall noted about the corporate / cooperative

culture. @ Many managers do everything in their power to avoid
having to take action. & Remember, credit goes up and blame

goes down. @ So there is no real incentive to take a risk. If you

do something positive, the benefits will be leaped / reaped by

someone higher up. & More important, if you try to do something
to improve the company's profits and it fails, there is a chance
that the blame will find its way to you. @ Unless you're the CEO,
there is always someone who could push the blame down to you
and you might not be able to find a credible scapegoat. @In a

corporation, an action is often all risk, with no real
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@ Reliance on monetary statistics to convey well-being renders one
liable to accept and even encourage destruction in order to increase
production. @ The paradox was pointed out by nineteenth-century
French economist Frederic Bastiat in his parable of the broken
window. @ In the parable, Bastiat describes a scene a
boy breaks the window of a town shop. @ The crowd that gathers
naturally pities the shopkeeper and admonishes the vandal. @ But
almost instantly the crowd has a change of heart. ® They realize

that the broken glass means the shopkeeper must spend some six

francs to have the window [replaced / replace. @ Six francs to the

glazier means that business has been conducted where it would not

be / bhave been otherwise. @In short, the vandal, crude and

thoughtless as he seems, has actually helped to generate trade and

stimulate the economy.
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@ To the casual viewer, a film about high school may be

e
2 R
iR

nothing more than simple entertainment. @ When the films are
viewed collectively, however, the high school film genre reveals
patterns that go beyond entertainment and teach deeper lessons
about American culture. @ Motion pictures do not necessarily
reflect the high school experience accurately. @ Hollywood routinely
twists and shapes reality to maximize dramatic or comic effects. @
Films must also frame complicated social relationships within two
hours and on a two-dimensional canvas. @ Nevertheless, even if
they are not precise social documents of real high schools and
real adolescents, these high school films are still culturally
meaningful. @ That is, they have something to teach us about
how Americans make sense of education, adolescence, and class

inequality.
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@ 'Ageing’ is a word that we use all the time, so we have a
fair idea or what we mean by it in general terms, but it is when
we try to be a little more precise that the trouble starts. @ For
example, within a population there are some individuals who seem

to age fast, and others who age more slowly. @ To describe this

apparent in the rate of ageing, scientists like to draw a
distinction between 'chronological' and ‘'biological’ age. @
Chronological age is measured by the simple passage of time —

the number of candles on the birthday cake. & Biological age tries

to express how far we have travelled along the road from birth to
death of old age. ®A woman who is aged 60 vyears
chronologically, but has the appearance and stamina of a typical

50-year-old, may have a faster biological ageing rate than the

average. @ But biological age is not so a concept to
measure, and in medicine and biology the definition of what

ageing really is has vexed the experts for many years.
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@ The process of job advancement in the field of sports is
SENE wID ﬂ .
often said to be shaped like a pyramid: at the wide base are GEHS L Lo
many jobs with youth or high school athletic teams, while at the

narrow tip is the few, highly coveted jobs with professional
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organizations. @ Thus there are many sports jobs altogether, but
the competition becomes increasingly tough as one works his or
her way up. @ The salaries of various positions reflect this pyramid
model. @ For example, high school football and basketball coaches ot © @ thus,
are typically teachers who get paid a little extra for their after-class @ For example
work. @ But coaches of the same sports at big universities can
become national celebrities who earn more than $1 million a year,
exceeding the salaries of college presidents. ®@ One level higher up
are the National Football League and the National Basketball

Association, where head coaches can earn many times more than

their best-paid campus counterparts. EBS 2™ : otf
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